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Exam dates  

 October 

 January 

 April 

 

 Check booking dates on website 

 One week window 

 About 6 weeks before exam 

 

 Results out on eportfolio one month later 



Exam format 

 Computer based at Pearson Vue test centre 

 200 questions 

 MCQ or single word answer 

 Three hours ten minutes 

 Pass rate ~75% 

 Pass mark 68-72% 

 

 £489 

 Part is included in subscription 

 Claim tax back 

 

 



Topics 

 80% clinical medicine 

 10% critical appraisal and evidence based 

medicine 

 10% administration, ethics and legal issues 

 

 “important issues relating to UK general practice; 

focus on higher order problem solving rather than 

simple recall of basic facts” 

 



Resources 

 RCGP website  

 Training 

 MRCGP exam 

 AKT 

 http://www.rcgp.org.uk/training-exams/mrcgp-exams-overview/mrcgp-applied-
knowledge-test-akt.aspx 

 AKT content guide  

 http://www.rcgp.org.uk/training-exams/mrcgp-exams-
overview/~/media/D96EB4E0188E4355BCC9221B55859B08.ashx 

 GP curriculum 

 Nice Clinical Knowledge Summaries / SIGN or NICE guidelines 

 BNF 

 AKT Summary reports 

 



Resources 

 Online question banks 

 Medical statistics made easy (online book) 

 http://sumed.sun.ac.za/Portals/0/Repository/Medical-

Statistics-Made-Easy.3f8ceb88-f35b-4f29-8d70-

17e78ce071d8.pdf 

 On RCGP website 

 AKT info presentation 

 Link to content guide 

 Sample questions (no explanations) 

 Online tutorial to get used to computer format 

 Info about what to take on exam day 

 



Question types 

 Single Best Answer (SBA) 

 Extended Matching Questions (EMQ) 

 Multiple Best Answer (MBA) 

 Table/Algorithm 

 Picture format 

 Drag and drop 

 Data interpretation 

 Free text 

 Rank ordering 

 











Practice Questions 

 50 sample questions on RCGP website 

 RCGP 400 question CD for sale 

 Online question banks 

 Passmedicine.com 

 Innovait (magazine and online) 

















Administration & ethics 

 NHS organisation e.g. eligibility for treatment 

 Legal aspects e.g. DVLA 

 Medical certification e.g. death certificates 

 Professional regulation e.g. GMC 

 Business aspects e.g. GP contract 

 Prescribing e.g. controlled drugs 

 Appropriate use of resources e.g. drugs 

 Health & Safety e.g. needlestick injury 

 Social services e.g. safeguarding 

 Ethical e.g. mental capacity, consent 

 























Statistics 

 Understanding the principles of audit and its 
application in assessing the quality of care 

 Understanding the application of critical appraisal 
skills which will be tested in a number of formats 
including: 

 the interpretation of research data using results in 
published papers 

 the understanding of terms used in both statistics and 
evidence based medicine  

 understanding epidemiology relevant to general 
practice 



















Tips  

 Topic based revision 

 

 Stats and admin 

 

 Lots of practice questions 

 

 

 

 Any questions? 


